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this Germany resistance key event for plant producers and garden centre buyers.
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The new decade has started on a cold note.  As we, hopefully, climb out of a severe recession we can be cheered in part by the government’s change of heart on UK food production (see industry news).   However, despite these airy statements of policy, the R&D funding it recognises as being so important is being cut again and the new policy definitely includes no new money.


Editor








Quote of the month





If I'd asked people what they wanted, they'd have said a faster horse.





Henry Ford
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Last month’s “� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/News/hort-field-fork.aspx" ��From Field to Fork�” meeting at Cranfield University served a number of purposes. As well as enabling the post-graduate students to explain their latest work it gave an opportunity to discuss broader post-harvest issues.  An important part of the event were workshops which focused on either pre-harvest, post-harvest or food processing to improve the quality and nutritional value of fruits and vegetables through the supply chain. Meeting organisers Jordi Giné Bordonaba and Katherine Downes summarise some of the key points that emerged;  





Organic vs conventional farming The organic food industry has created a message of being safer and better for the environment. However, consumers’ perception of organic food as the healthier option is not fully supported by scientific evidence. Critics highlighted the risk of contamination with potential toxic pathogens which do not occur under conventional farming practices.  Concern was also expressed at so called “organic” treatments (e.g. Bordeaux mixture) which may have deleterious effects on soil conditions.





Biodegradable packaging


A topical subject due to increased consumer concerns over environmental issues.  Packaging made primarily from corn/starch is however expensive to produce and not suitable for all horticultural produce. To date it is mainly used for organic products as the consumers are more likely to pay a premium price.  Nevertheless, how biodegradable packages affect the quality of fruit and vegetables is not fully understood and it is debatable whether so much packaging is really necessary in the first place for the quality of fruit and vegetables. 





Controversial treatments


These include such treatments as acid dipping and irradiation.


Continued on page 2….


….from page 1 


Litchi fruits are acid treated to preserve their attractive pink colour.  This technique is not popular and also seems to influence flesh taste.  Alternative methods based on work undertaken in the Plant Science Laboratory at Cranfield University include the use of packaging films in combination with optimum temperature and relative humidity during storage. 





Gamma irradiation is a possible strategy which can reduce disease incidence and pathogen growth.  The current national regulations allow for the irradiation of some horticultural produce although only dried herbs and spices have so far been granted a licence.  However consumer misconceptions will also need to be overcome. 





Added vitamins


The addition of vitamins and minerals to processed foods was questioned as they are not necessarily absorbed by the gut but simply excreted.  For example vitamin E is a lipid soluble vitamin only absorbed by the body when consumed in combination with a high fat diet such as whole milk or avocado. Therefore the addition of multivitamins is controversial since some are water soluble and others fat soluble. 


 


Juice - fresh vs. pureed


Juices and smoothies have become very popular but are usually pasteurised which can influence the nutritional value of the final product. Another disadvantage of juices is the addition of sugars which increase their glycaemic index (intimately associated with diabetes) and have deleterious effects on tooth enamel.  Furthermore, juices often lose their fibre content when sold as smooth with “no bits”.





Complete Strategy


One of the main outputs of the workshop was the need for comprehensive research thinking encompassing all aspects of fruit quality from breeding through pre-harvest and post-harvest strategies in order to achieve better quality. 
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An exciting year faces us I think. This time of year is my usual time for reflection, the alcohol helps, about the events of last year. I must say that I see so many problems I find visions of the future hard to find. Over the holiday our children have various friends here, most with powerful university degrees but no jobs. This does lead me to think that the SCI position of new and young entrants into our industry is an important one to give our weight to. It is very depressing to listen to the stories of the treatment of these young people by the middle management of large arrogant companies.�


So happy new year to you all. I am looking forward to the challenges that the new decade brings us.





William Hudson


Group Chairman





Discussion at ‘From Field to Fork’


�





Where next for post-harvest technology         


                           by Jordi Giné Bordonaba & Katherine Downes


	





By William Hudson





Food miles or lives


A new study produced by the International Institute for Environmental and Development (IIED) and charity Oxfam – Fair Miles: Recharting the food miles map warns that western consumer concern over climate change can do more harm than good if there is a ‘knee-jerk’ reaction to avoid food produced in developing nations.  IIED’s James MacGregor said: ‘Climate change will hit poorer rural people in developing nations first, fastest and hardest.  The trade in fresh produce is one part of a global solution to this challenge.  More than one million livelihoods in rural Africa are supported in part by UK consumption of imported fresh produce.’  (Food Produce Journal, 11th December 2009)





Sussex Earth!


Growers are planning a second ‘Thanet Earth’ in West Sussex according to a report in South East Farmer (December 2009).  Details of the plans are sketchy but one application has reported to have been made in the Chichester area.





Sudden Oak Decline


Acute Oak Decline (AOD) has only recently been recognised as a disease in the UK.  It is believed to be a bacterial infection, in contrast to a fungal pathogen, which causes Sudden Oak Death (SOD).  AOD may result in the death of an infected tree within 3-5 years and therefore poses a major threat to the UK’s native woodlands.  SOD has received attention because as well as trees the Phytophthora pathogen can infect shrubs and has the potential to affect the horticulture trade.  AOD seems to be creeping up on us unannounced – there is concern but the stumbling block is clearly funding. � HYPERLINK "http://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/fr/infd-7ul9nq" ��details�





Keeping bees healthy


Recent research from University of Illinois suggests that bee viruses are contributing to ribosome breakdown and affecting the bee’s ability to manufacture protein, which in turn means they are increasingly susceptible to usually manageable threats.  Improving bee nutrition may help by increasing the availability of forage – asters and sunflowers are favourites with honey bees (Certis; Cropsafe News, Winter 2009)





Late blight unravelled


Scientists have for the first time unravelled the DNA of the pathogen Phytophthora infestans which causes late blight in potatoes and tomatoes.  The research has shown that the difficulties in treating this pathogen relate to its amazing adaptability and the speed at which it can do this in response to changing conditions.  The hope is that with this information at their disposal scientists can develop better disease-resistant cultivars and more environmentally friendly controls. � HYPERLINK "http://www.sciencecentric.com/news/article.php?q=09090954-genome-phytophthora-infestans-decoded" ��details�





Threat to crop diversity


Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI) has drawn up a ‘red list’ of almost 2,000 endangered wild plants, which includes wild crop species - a worrying scenario for plant breeders due to the loss of genetic diversity.  Fewer than half the listed species are currently conserved in botanic gardens or seed banks.  BGCI is calling on plant conservation bodies to work to meet the European target of 60% of threatened plant species being included in conservation programmes by 2010. � HYPERLINK "http://www.bgci.org/ourwork/threatenedeurope/" ��details�





A new twist in the Phytophthora ramorum story 


Forestry Commission and Fera scientists are investigating a recent outbreak of Phytophthora ramorum on Japanese Larch trees in the South West that could signal a serious change in the dynamics of this disease in the UK. The outbreaks in Devon, Cornwall and Somerset are the first time that stem lesions caused by this quarantine disease have been found on conifer species. But moreover, these outbreaks are the first time P. ramorum infection has been found in mature trees that are not in close proximity to Rhododendron ponticum (the main sporulating host plant) or any known area of infection. This raises the big and as yet unanswered question of how these trees have become infected. � HYPERLINK "http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-7XVEWH" �details�





Sycamore not so bad – unless you were a Scottish criminal


Sycamore is one of the most successful pioneer species. It’s one of only three common trees in Britain that has insect pollinated flowers – a vital pollen and nectar source for bees.  Hardy in lowland Britain to 500m it is far more resilient to exposure, pollution and coastal salt than many native species and has been prized as a windbreak since at least the 18th century.  Historically, sycamore was a common choice for ‘dool’ trees in Scotland – these natural gallows were used for hanging criminals due to the strength of its timber which was less likely to break at the crucial moment! (Tree News, Autumn /Winter 2009)  











The New Year 





eEvents Calendar





Event Name�
Date�
Venue�
Contact�
�
Future prospects for chemical insecticides: A symposium for Michael Elliott�
21 January


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=PEST972"��details��
Rothamsted Research, Harpenden�
SCI Conference Team


�HYPERLINK "mailto:conferences@soci.org"��email��
�
The Marriage of Money to Ideas�
22 January 


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=SE965"��details��
SCI HQ�
SCI Conference Team


�HYPERLINK "mailto:conferences@soci.org"��email��
�
Kick start your career: An evening with successful business and industry personnel�
4 February 


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=LNW010"��details��
University of Liverpool�
Mike Pitts


�HYPERLINK "mailto:pittso@hotmail.com"��email��
�
Water, Horticulture & the Climate Revolution�
18-19 March��HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HORT1803"��details��
Eden Project, St Austell�
Erin Taylor


�HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��email��
�
Biorenewable Fuel and Fertiliser: Realising the Potential�
24 March


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=SE976"��details��
Fera, York�
SCI Conference Team


�HYPERLINK "mailto:conferences@soci.org"��email��
�
Market Inspired Innovation: Using Customer Insight to Drive Tomorrow's Growth�
20 May


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=SEG2005" ��details��
Langstone Technology Park, Havant�
SCI Conference Team


�HYPERLINK "mailto:conferences@soci.org"��email��
�
							 





Other Events that may be of interest














Brassica Growers Conference & Exhibition – 19 January, Grange de Lings, Lincolnshire � HYPERLINK "http://www.hortweek.com/events/Article/5884/brassica-growers-conference-trade-exhibition-2010/" ��details�





Harrogate Week - 19-21 January 2010, Harrogate � HYPERLINK "http://www.harrogateweek.org.uk/" ��details�





Vegetable Industry Conference & Exhibition -  27 January 2010, Peterborough � HYPERLINK "http://www.nfuonline.com/Documents/Horticulture/449-14-20-40-00000_VEG_Invite_20101.pdf" ��details�





IPM - 26-29 January 2010, Essen, Germany � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm-essen.de/index.php?lang=en&content=000000000" ��details�





GAN Trade Show - 10 February 2010, Ferndown, Dorset � HYPERLINK "http://www.ganshow.com/" ��details�





Grower Awards – 11 February, London � HYPERLINK "http://www.hortweek.com/events/EnhancedArticle/4496/grower-year-awards-2010/" ��details�





Salon du Vegetal - 16-18 February 2010, Angers, France � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/salon_du_vegetal.htm" ��details�





Miflor – 19-21 February,


Padua � HYPERLINK "http://www.flormartprimavera.it/" ��details�





IPM Dubai - 8-10 March 2010, Dubai, UAE � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/ipm_dubai.html" ��details�





Hortec - 17-19 March 2010, Nairobi, Kenya � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/hortec.htm" ��details�


National Hardware Show - 4-6 May, Chicago, USA � HYPERLINK "http://www.gardenex.com/english/events.htm" ��details�





International Trials Conference: 


Assessment of Ornamental 


Plants. – 6-8 July 2010 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news/?p=427"��details�





International Horticultural Congress – 22-27 August, Lisbon � HYPERLINK "http://www.ihc2010.org/" ��details�





If you would like to advertise a forthcoming event please contact. erin.taylor@soci.org





For submitting ideas or to volunteer to be part of a committee or a group, please contact: 





Horticulture Group Contact Details 





William Hudson�
Chairman�
�
Marion Stainton�
Meetings Secretary�
�
Margaret Waddy�
Minutes Secretary�
�
Sue Grimbly�
Newsletter co-ordinator�
�
Erin Taylor�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org�              T: +44(0)2075981594�
�
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Industry News











REGIONAL NEWS/ HIGHLIGHTS 





If you have anything you would like to ask, then please email your query to Erin Taylor at �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� or post a letter to Erin Taylor, Group Development Manager, SCI, 14-15 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PS.








Industry News cont…





Food strategy - 2030


Defra has published ‘Food 2030’ which sets out its strategy for a sustainable food system for 2030. Included in this are encouraging aims such as; ‘Demand is met by profitable, competitive, highly skilled and resilient farming, fishing and food businesses, supported by first class research and development’ and ‘Our food security is ensured through strong UK agriculture and food sectors’.   Although this is a step back from the ‘environment is everything’ approach of recent years it is not a complete return to ‘dig for victory’ as the aim is for production to be based on ‘a low carbon food system which is efficient with resources – any waste is reused, recycled or used for energy generation.’ � HYPERLINK "http://www.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/strategy/" �details� for more see the Forum





Should flowers be banned in hospitals?


To find out, Giskin Day and Naiome Carter of Imperial College London surveyed the literature and talked to hospital patients and staff. Given that flowers and herbs have been used as remedies in the earliest hospitals, and as a means of cheering up the hospital environment for at least 200 years, it seems remarkable that flowers still tend to be treated in an ad hoc fashion in hospitals, say the authors. Although flowers undoubtedly can be a time consuming nuisance, the giving and receiving of flowers is a culturally important transaction, they conclude. � HYPERLINK "http://www.bmj.com/cgi/doi/10.1136/bmj.b5257" ��details�





In an accompanying editorial, Simon Cohn, of Cambridge University argues that flowers have fallen victim to new definitions of care.  He suggests that the decision to ban flowers "seems to reflect a much broader shift towards a model of care that has little time or place for more messy and nebulous elements."  Perhaps now is a good time to think about care not as an outcome that can be delivered but a relationship that can be exchanged. � HYPERLINK "http://www.bmj.com/cgi/doi/10.1136/bmj.b5406" �details� 





Cohorts against veg


An American Study sponsored by USDA, has shown that growth overtime in the demand for fresh vegetables for at-home consumption may slow because of differences in behaviour of younger and older birth cohorts.  A birth cohort includes people born in the same year and is similar in concept to a generation.  People born around the same point in history may share common behaviours that they carry throughout their lives independent of age.  People born more recently are found to spend less money for fresh vegetables than older Americans do.  �HYPERLINK "http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/VGS/2009/08Aug/VGS33301/"��details�





Worms v Golfers


The withdrawal of carbendazim is one of the biggest challenges facing the golf industry. It is used by greenkeepers to suppress casting worms, which otherwise disrupt the surface of fine turf, leaving piles of earth.  It is a particular problem on alkaline soils and can make the game unplayable on some courses.  The Chemicals Regulation Directorate is now judging it against the new criteria of environmental and human risk, which includes how harmful it is to bees and worms.  Most predict it will eventually be banned (Hort Week, 4th December 2009).


























Honey bees – vital to pollinate crops


Photo � HYPERLINK "http://www.freenaturepictures.com/" ��freenaturepictures�
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